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REPEIITA]IGE-WHAT IT REAttY IS
What does it mean to really repent? How can you know
your repentance is genuine? See page 3.

TIIE BAPTISTS OF THE BIBTE
What does Baptism mean? Did you know there is mare ttnn
one kind of baptism in the Bible? fu page 5.

H0tT YOU CAll BEAR TllE FRUIT 0F TIE SPIRIT (Prt mel
It is imperative that we understand iust tpw the lloly Writ E
manifested in a Christian's life. *e page 7.

HOW YOU CAll BEAR TllE FRUIT 0F TIIE SPIRIT (Part twol
The Spirit of Christ is active-dynamic! lt is a moving force
that can't be bottled up within you. See page 9.

LIYI]IG BY FAITII
What is faith? Exactly what kind of faith do we need to
please God? See page 1 1.

THE CHRISTIA]I FIGHT.HOW YOU CAl{ WI]I
God says we have deadly enemies which must be defeated,
and He tells us how to do it. See page 13.
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The Good News, in conjunct ion wi th the Corre '
spondence Course Department,  presents br ief
monthly excursions into the study of  the Bible,
delv ing into topics relevant to the development
and increased understanding of  future members
of the God Family.  Bible study is one means by
which Chr ist ians are renewed dai ly ( l l  Cor inthians
4:16),  so let 's  refresh ourselves wi th more of  the
precious truths of  God's Word!

lnstruct ions:  The format of  these ministudies
is s imi lar  to that  of  the Ambassador Col lege Bible
Correspondence Course. Look up and read in
your Bible the scr ipture references given in an-
swer to the quest ions.  Comments fo l lowing lhe
quest ions elaborate on the scr iptures just  read.
That 's al l  there is to i t !  (These studies are based
on the King James Version of  the Bible,  unless
otherwise stated.)

What does i t  mean to repent? ls real  repen-
tance just  an emot ional  feel ing? ls i t  merely feel-
ing sorry for  having made some mistakes in one's
l i fe? Let 's examine several  basic scr iptures de-
tai l ing God's def in i t ion of  real  repentance.

1.  How is s in def ined in the Bible? lJohn 3:4.
Has every human being sinned? Romans 5:12.
What penal ty is exacted because of  s in? Romans
6:21. 23.

Al l  human beings who have rrol  repented are,
so to speak, on spir i tual  death row -  await ing
execut ion of  a just ly deserved ul t imate capi ta l
punishment.  This eternal  penal ty was earned by
simply doing what comes natural ly -  s inning!

2.  How has God, in His vast  mercy and love,
provided a way by which we may avoid paying
that eternal  penal ty? John 3:16; Romans 5:8-10.

3. What is the only way to be covered by
Christ 's  sacr i f ice,  to be forgiven one's s ins and
:e del ivered from the penal ty of  eternal  death?
Acts 2:38: 3:19.

Acts 2:38 summarizes the salvat ion process in

-s:  cne verse. And one of  the f i rst  words of  that
'3 ' : rcus passage is "Repent" !  Repentance is
. .  lJr  f i rst  v i ta l  step to salvat ion.  Jesus declared,

Except ye repent,  ye shal l  a l l  l ikewise per-
sF (Luke 13:3,  5) .

But what is real  repentance in God's s ight ,
revealed in His inspired Word? What does i t
volve? What do we have to do?

The or ig inal  words in the Hebrew and Greek
from which repent and repentance ate translated
mean to turn,la change direction. And true repen-
tance is exact ly that .  l t  is  a complete about- face
from disobedience toward God to obedience,
love and cooperat ion wi th Him.

So repentance is something far more than an
exper ience. True repentance -  "godly sorrow"
( l l  Cor inthians 7:10) -  involves a complete
about- face in our th inking and being, a commit-
ment to al l  that  is  r ight  and good.

But what,  exact ly,  do we repent of?
Sinl  To repent of  s in,  then, s imply means to

stop sinning and turn to the way of  obedience to
God's law.

4.  lsn ' t  i t  c lear ly the law of  God to which al l
who have sinned are to turn? Ezekiel  18: .21-22.

5.  ls  the law of  God good ? Romans 7:12. ls i t
just and holy? Same verse.

God's law is the way to peace, to happiness, to
joy.  l t  is  God's greatest  g i f t  to mankind -  g iven to
make man happy, to lead him into the f  u l l ,  abundant
l i fe -  to protect  h is happiness and lead him in io
eternal  l i fe.  Evi l  in th is wor ld is not caused by the
law of God, but by the breaking ol it l

6.  Should t rue repentance be a deep, moving
and heart fe l t  exper ience? Joel  2:12-13.

God wi l l  not  accept those whose repentance is
only outward or where there is no real  change ot
at t i tude and act ions.  Not ice i t  once again:  "  .  .  .
Turn ye even to me with al l  your heart ,  and with
f  ast ing,  and with weeping, and with mourning: And
rend your heart ,  and not your garments [outward
displayl  .  .  . "  True repentance requires total  men-
tal  and emot ional  involvement.

7.  ls  spir i tual  repentance clear ly toward God?
Acts 20:21.

Sin is against  God. He is the Lawgiver whose
perfect  law we have broken. To repent means lo
be so humbled and broken up by having rebel led
against  the l iv ing,  holy God -  so abhorrent of  our
decei t fu lness, vani ty and sel f ishness -  that  in
real  contr i t ion we turn to God for mercy,  forgive-
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ness and the help we so desperately need in or-
der to overcome.

Some have thought repentance is merely a
matter of  being thankful  that  they are so good
they have been able to see the truth and are now
accept ing i t .  That is not repentance. That is sel / -
r ighteousness -  s in -  something more to be
repented of .

Everyone of  us must ul t imately come to see
God as Job did (Job 42:5-6) -  and to see our-
selves through God's eyes, putt ing Him foremost
in our minds. Only then can we begin to love God
as Jesus instructs us to do (Matthew 22:37).

But how is i t  possible for  a human being to come
to that k ind of  repentance? How can one start  to
change from sel f -centered love to God-love? The
answer:  i t  has to come f  rom God!

8.  Does God's goodness and mercy lead one
to repentance? Romans 2:4.  ls  He pat ient  and
loving in leading one to repentance? Same
verse.

9.  fs i t  God who grants us repentance? l l  T im-
othy 2:25. Also see Acts 1 ' l  :  18.

1O. Did Jesus plainly say that no one can come
to Him unless the Father draws him? John
6:44, 65.

In l ight  of  the above scr ipture,  we see that our
cal l  to real  repentance comes from God, who
puts wi th in us the desire to "come to Him. '

11.  Does real  repentance involve our lotal ,  un-
condi t ional  surrender to God, putt ing Him ahead
of and above al l  e lse? Matthew 10:36-38.

Before Chr ist  comes to impose His loving rule
on mankind and forces this wor ld to surrender to
Him, He is cal l ing upon indiv iduals to surrender
voluntar i ly  to His author i ty over their  l ives now.

But repentance -  surrender ing to God -  is
not a mal le(  of  g iv ing up everything good, as so
many have erroneously assumed. Repentance is
posi t ive.  Not only do you escape the penal t ies of
s in through repentance, i t  is  a lso the way to in-
numerable posi t ive benef i ts in th is l i fe!

Repentance emphat ical ly does not mean we
must give up the use or appreciat ion of  mater ia l
th ings.  What God is interested in is the at t i tude
we have toward Him and mater ia l  th ings -
whether we seek f iTsl  His Kingdom and His r igh-
teousness (Matthew 6:33).

God does wish for us to prosper and be in good
heal th ( l l l  John 2).He wants us to give up only
those things that are bad for us -  which hurt  us
spir i tual ly and physical ly.  Repentance and con-
version make possible our intel l igent use ot
God's mater ia l  creat ion through the guidance of
His laws and His Spir i t .

12.  Ancient King David is a chief  example of
one who deeply repented of  h is s ins.  Did David
admit  that  he was gui l ty of  many sins? Psalm
51:9.  Did he adn t  that  h is heart  (at t i tude) had
not been r ight  ; '  : *  Gcd? Verse 10.

13. Did Dav,c:^: ' :ughly abhor his s in? Verse 3.
Did he cast hrmse '  - : : -  3cd's mercy? Verse 1.

David did n: :  -  -  - :e any of  h is s ins.  He did
not at tempt t3.-s:  '_.  :^ : -  Ncr did he blame them
on others

Rather.  he . , ,as a:^:s:  a: *hat he had done
'  :e{ore God and im-
=-?ss He made no

' ' :e ly confessed

'- :  asked God to
- - ' -hsisthe

,, ,  e repent

Are yoi  s:
His law a":
Him? Hare.. : -  :
u lar ly du'- ;  : -

by the en: -e:
you may I ,e: :
to keep a r '
aoversr l i  -  a. .  :

14.  H:r .  - : -
naniznl

' , .  . : -  3 'e st l l l  ln a re-

: : : -  l : ' inthlans 13:5;

Matthe' , r  3 3
Chec< :^a ' ' -  : , .  : '  .  :  - -  '9 .  By their  f ru i ts

ye sha (^: . ' ,  : - : -  l^ 's:  sard (Matthew 7:20).
Does i : , '  '+ 'e. .2 : - .  j 'ur ts of  having the Holy
Spir i t  ^  : : -  -  . ,e . .y,  peace, long-suffer ing,
gent le^ess _: : : :^ess,  la i th,  meekness, temper-
ance ise'- :  : - : ' : ,  (Galat ians 5:22-23)?

Gcc : :<s : :  tnose who are of  a meek and
contr , :e sc ' :  -  those who tremble before His
Word 3: :  recognizes a repentant at t i tude of
minC -  a croken spir i t ,  a s incere desire for  for-
giveness and mercy.  He wi l l  t ru ly honor the at t i -
tude ot  a i l  rvho are wi l l ing to turn f rom works and
deeds that His Word brands as s/n.

Gcdly repentance requires a permanent
change of  d i rect ion.  l t  is  a fofal  commitment lo a
course from which there is no turning back. l t  is
nol  l ike the temporary emot ional  exper ience that
is f  a lsely construed as repentance by so many in
the world today.

You have learned that i t  is  something much
deeper and vast ly more profound!

With the understanding of  what repentance re-
al ly is,  let  us put s in out of  our l ives wi th renewed
determinat ion and resolve to l ive before God in
"sincer i ty and truth" ( l  Cor inthians 5:B).

plored Hrs re ' : . ,  :
at tempt to e\ ;  a -
what he hac l :^e r '
c lean him .c : : :a ,
basic at t i t roe , , . :  s-
ol  our s in"q



TheBAPTISI\4S
of theBible

The Good News, in conjunction with the Corre-
spondence Course Department,  presents br ief
monthly excursions into the study of  the Bible,
delv ing into topics relevant to the development
and increased understanding of  future members
of the God Family.  Bible study is one means by
which Chr ist ians are renewed dai ly ( l l  Cor inthians
4: l6) ,  so let 's  refresh ourselves wi th more of  the
precious truths of  God's Word!

Instruct ions:  The format of  these ministudies
is s imi lar  to that  of  the Ambassador Col lege Bible
Correspondence Course. Look up and read in
your Bible the scripture references given in an-
swer to the quest ions.  Comments fo l lowing the
quest ions elaborate on the scr iptures just  read.
That 's al l  there is to i t !  (These studies are based
on the King James Version of  the Bible,  unless
otherwise stated.)

The rel ig ious wor ld is in great confusion re-
garding the var ious bapt isms ment ioned in the Bi-
ble.  We hear about bapt ism by immersion, spr in-
k l ing and pour ing.  There is the bapt ism by the
Holy Spir i t ,  which John the Bapt ist  spoke of ,  and
the bapt ism ment ioned in Matthew 28:19. Last,
but not least ,  is  the bapt ism with f i re.  Let 's begin
this study by examining water bapt ism as i t  was
pract iced by the or ig inal  New Testament
Church.

The most common method of  bapt ism prac-
t iced by professing Christ iani ty today is spr in-
k l ing.  Yet when we study the Bible,  we f ind that
the word sprinkte occurs only a few times in the
New Testament and always in connect ion wi th the
blood of  Chr ist  -  but  never referr ing to bapt ism.
The word pour ing is also ment ioned several  t imes
rr  the New Testament -  but  not once in regard to
3 apt isml

The word bapt ize is not an Engl ish word per se.
:  s a Greek word. And the New Testament was
&': ten in the Greek language. In t ranslat ing the
3 :  e into Engl ish,  the t ranslators lef t  th is word

-- : 'a ' rs lated. Li teral ly,  in the Greek, the word is

- 'e def in i t ion
:  -^ ge lnto" or

is  " immerse."  l t  means " to
"out into."  l t  does not mean

"to spr inkle" or " to pour."  The Greek word
for "spr inkle" is rant izo and " to pour"
is cheo.

Therefore,  spr inkl ing or pour ing are not forms
ot bapt ism. lmmersion -  being placed complete-
ly down underwater - is. Water baptism symbol-
izes the bur ia l  of  the old carnal ,  s inful  sel f .  Only
total  immersion can proper ly symbol ize death
and bur ia l ;  spr inkl ing or pour ing are not symbols
of a bur ia l  by any stretch of  the imaginat ion!

Let 's not ice what the Bible teaches concern-
ing the proper mode or method of  water bap-
trsm.

1. Why was John bapt iz ing in Aenon near Jeru-
salem? John 3:23.

John would have needed only a cupful  of  water
to spr inkle,  or  a pi tcher fu l l  to pour -  but  bapt iz-
ing requires "much water."

2.  How does the bapt ism of Chr ist  prove that
He was immersed? Matthew 3: 16.

Jesus had to be put down into the water,  for  He
"went up straightway out of  the water. . . "  l t  is
r id iculous to th ink He could have come
"up.. .  out"  of  a spr inkle or a pour!

3.  When Phi l ip bapt ized the eunuch, did they
both go into lhe water? Acts 8:38.

There was no purpose whatever for  Phi l ip to go
into lhe water, except that there was no other
way he could plunge the eunuch into the r iver.
Had spr inkl ing or pour ing been the proper method
of bapt ism, Phi l ip would have needed only to
bend over and scoop up the water.

The above bibl ical  evidence clear ly shows that
immersion -  being placed completely under
water - was the only method of baptism prac-
t iced by the or ig inal  Holy Spir i t - inspired and ' led
Church of  God.

Water bapt ism is an outward sign of  inward re-
pentance. l t  demonstrates to God one's wi l l ing-
ness and desire to permanent ly put away his or
her old l i fe of  s in and begin l iv ing a new l i fe of
obedience to God. lts meaning is strictly sym'
bol ic in the sense that water bapt ism i tsel f  has no
myst ical  or  magical  ef fects on the person who is
immersed. l ts only physical  ef fect  is  to get the
person thoroughly wet!  Nor is the Holy Spir i t  g iv-
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en by water bapt ism. Yet bapt ism is commanded
by God lor  salvat ion (Acts 2:38).

Surpr is ingly,  there are several  other dist inct
baot isms or immersions ment ioned in the Bible.

4.  Did John the Bapt ist  speak of  other k inds of
bapt ism? Matthew 3:.1 1.

John had just  been warning the hypocr i t ical  re-
l ig ionists to demonstrate some frui ts or resul ts of
their  a l leged repentance (verses 5-8).  Not ice
again what he said:  " l  bapt ize [ immerse] you with
water for  repentance, but he [Jesus] who is com-
ing af ter  me is might ier  than l ,  whose shoes I  am
not worthy to carry;  he wi l l  bapt ize [ immerse] you
with the Holy Spir i t  and I immerse you] wi th f i re"
(verse 1 1,  Revised Standard Version).  Here John
referred to two other k inds of  immersion -  nei-
ther of  them in water.

First ,  let 's  understand what i t  means to be bap-
t ized with the Holy Spir i t .

5.  Did Jesus promise His disciples that  they
would be bapt ized with the Holy Spir i t? Acts 1:4-
5.  When did the Holy Spir i t  come? Acts 2:1-4.

On that day of  Pentecost,  50 days af ter
Chr ist 's  resurrect ion,  Jesus'  promise and the
prophecy of  John the Bapt ist  were fu l f i l led.  God
began His spir i tual  Church on earth by putt ing the
Holy Spir i t  wi th in His disciples.  Not ice how this
was the bapt ism with the Holy Spir i t .

6.  ls  God's Church the "body" of  Chr ist? |  Co-
r inthians 12 12, 14, 27; Colossians 1:18.

7.  How do we become members of  that  Body?
Can we jo in i t? Or must we be "put into" i t  by
God's Spir i t? lCor inthians 12:13.

Not ice that  th is scr ipture does not say we are
bapt ized in the Holy Spir i t  -  but  by i t !  The receiv-
ing of  the Holy Spir i t  in our minds as a spir i tual
begett ing actual ly puts us into lhe spir i tual  Body
of Chr ist ,  which is His Church!

So just  being physical ly bapt ized in water does
not put you into God's Spir i t - led Church. You must
be put into the Church by the Spir i t  of  God.

In Romans 8:9,  Paul  te l ls  us plainly that  unless
the Spir i t  of  Chr ist  dwel ls wi th in us,  we do not
belong to Him. Also,  each "member" of  Chr ist 's
"body" -  His Church -  is  jo ined to the other by
the common bond of  God's Holy Spir i t  residing in
them. So when we become Christ 's  by receiv ing
His Spir i t ,  we are then "put into" His Body -  the
Church of God - by the Holy Spirit.

The Scr iptures plainly show that i t  is  the re-
ceiv ing of  the Holy Spir i t  that  automat ical ly
plunges us " into" the Church of  God. This immer-
sion into the Church by the Holy Spir i t  is  termed
by the Scr iptures as " the bapt ism with,"  " the
bapt ism by' '  or  " the bapt ism o/the Holy Spir i t . "

8.  Another "bapt ism" referred to in the Scr ip-
tures,  and direct i ; '  ccnnected with the bapt ism of
the Holy Spirr t  s ment ioned in Matthew 28: 19.
Exact ly what d:es lh is verse say? Be sure to
read verse 1 9

The key exo'ess l r  n verse 19 is the phrase
" in the name : '  ^  3 'eek i t  is  e is to onoma, an
exoression n: , , , ' 'e '€ ? se : rsed in the New Testa-
ment.  Other ' .e"='- ' .  -  3 'eek f rom that t ime pe-
r iod has bee^ ' : - - r  J, :^ th is expression and
shows i ts fL -a-:-  - ;  -^ s phrase.. .  is  f re-
quent in the ca:. .  -  , ' ,  ' -  ' . ie 'ence to payments
made ' to the a:- ' - - :  : '  : - ,  : "e .  .  The usage
is of  interes:  -  : : - - : : ' : -  . ' . :^  l " ' lat thew 28: 19,
where the mea- - l  r , :  -  :  : :+-  : :  be 'baPt ized
into the r t .qsp<: -  -  - '  - -  a =."  a '  etC. '  "  (J.

Moulton an: - ;  t , '  ) -1-  - - :  - ' : i : -  " )  of  the

Greek Tes:e-a- '  = -= =:  : :  '

The Bibre : :a-- : , :  ' - : -  :  - '  ' . : -  .  - :  : f  the

Holy Spir i t  : :  : , r  -  ;
ing on of  ha"cs - '
begets us as : - :
8:14; lJohr i  '
sons at  the' :s-"

OefSOn aS S: -  Z- ,  '^=,a a": 'e:  -S . .  3SS..rmeO , l

9.  Bul  wra:  : : :  - '  ' - :  : :3:  s-  *  t '^ ' re? Should

a Christ iar  se=. "  i ' -z '  : :  i : i r ,  the Bapt ist
nrnnheqv - :  ' -  r , ' : "^e* 3 11.:

The pop- a: :  :a-= -  j 'eat  crowds to see
John -  r rJS: - ,  :  - :  : '  :ut ' rosi ty.  But John was
speaking n ca' :  :  ,  ? '  : )  the unrepentant rel ig ion-
ists,  as we 3s i rJSe who did repent.  Not ice
careful ly lhat  s3-:e 3f  those to whom John spoke
- the repe!r ' iar i  -  were to be bapt ized with the
Holy Spirr t  a ' ter

But the c lhers present-among them many
hypocr i t ical .  unrepentant Phar isees and Saddu-
cees-were going to be bapt ized with f i re-
immersed in hel l  f i re-unless they repented.
They would be burned up as chaff  (Matthew

3:1 2).
This f i re is the ul t imate fate of  a l l  the incorr ig i -

b le wicked (Revelat ion 21:8;  Malachi  4:  1-3).
Surely no one wi l l  seek the bapt ism with f i re

once he or she understands what i t  real ly is!



HowbuCanBear
thcFruitof thcSpirit

The Good News, in conjunct ion wi th the Corre-
spondence Course Department,  presents br ief
monthly excursions into the study of  the Bible,
delv ing into topics relevant to the development
and increased understanding of  future members
of the God Family.  Bible study is one means by
which Chr ist ians are renewed dai ly ( l l  Cor.4:16),
so let 's  refresh ourselves wi th more of  the pre-
cious truths of  God's Word!

lnstruct ions:  The format of  these ministudies
is s imi lar  to that  of  the Ambassador Col lege Bible
Correspondence Course. Look up and read in
your Bible the scr ipture references given in an-
swer to the quest ions.  Comments fo l lowing the
quest ions elaborate on the scr iptures just  read.
That 's al l  there is to i t !  (These studies are based
on the King James Version of  the Bible,  unless
otherwise stated.)

The Bible c lear ly te l ls  us that  the presence of
God's Spir i t  in one's mind, or the lack thereof ,  is  the
sole factor that  determines whether or not an indi-
v idual  is  real ly a Chr ist ian (Rom. 8:9).  Therefore,  i t
is  imperat ive that  we understand just  howthe Holy
Spir i t  is  manifested in a Chr ist ian's l i fe.

1.  Did Jesus Christ  c lear ly indicate that  a per-
son is known by his " f ru i ts,"  or  works? Matt .
-  2:  In what way did He character ize Himself  ,
-  r  =a'her and their  fo l lowers? John 15:1-8.  Does
;: :  e 'cec' i  Chr ist ians to bear only a l i t t le f ru i t?
, :"s: :5 :

- -  i  s : - ; 'eas3n Christ  cal ls and chooses His
i  :  :  :  - :  -  : - -  te: '  " t i t . '  

'Ye have not chcsen
:- :se- . , : -  ard ordained y3u. iaa:

Brt *ha! wr i i  Q36 s Sprrr t  lead and guiCe you to
c:? lVhat spir i tual  f  rur t .  or  resul ts,  does the Holy
Sprrr t  produce in one who is str iv ing to do the wi l l
of  God?

Frui t  is  c lassi f ied as the edible,  usable port ion
of a olant or v ine.  Chr ist  is  the "v ine,"  and we -
i f  we are His Spir i t -begotten chi ldren -  are the
"branches."  Our f ru i t  is  what we produce as
Christ ians that is usable to Jesus Christ .

Now the good we produce comes from the
vine -  f rom Christ .  Let 's understand. A vine
produces grapes, not thorns.  An apple t ree pro-
duces apples,  not th ist les.  The vine determines
what f ru i t  should be borne. By this s imple analo-
gy we see that i t  is  Chr ist  who determines what
kind ol  f ru i t  we should bear as Chr ist ians.  That
frui t  is  a resul t  of  having the mind of  Chr ist
(Phi l .  2:5) at  work in us as made possible by
the Spir i t  of  God.

2.  How did the apost le Paul ,  who was in-
spired of  Chr ist ,  out l ine the f ru i t  that  the Holy
Spir i t  produces in a Chr ist ian? Gal.  5:22'23.

The Holy Spir i t  imparts to you the trai ts of
God's character.  l f  we Iack these character is-
t ics in our l ives,  then we are I ikely to be produc-
ing many of  the opposi te f ru i ts cal led the
"works of  the f lesh."  These undesirable works
are ment ioned in Galat ians 5:19-21. They in-
c lude str i fe,  d iv is ion and var ious object ionable
states of  mind Al l  the works of  the f lesh con-
tr ibute to the general  misery and unhappiness
ot the indiv idual ,  being thoroughly unsat isfy ing
and unful f i l l ing.

3.  What is the f i rst  f ru i t  Paul  l is ts? Gal.  5:22.
Aiso ncl ice Romans 5:5.  ls  love the basic charac'
:er  strc of  God's nature? |  John 4:16. ls i t  the
greatest  at t r ibute God transmits to us by the Holy
Sprr i t? |  Cor.  13:13. Be sure to read al l  of  chapter
:3 (Char i ty in the King James Version is an old
Engl ish word tor love.)

The f i rst  and rnost important f ru i t  of  God's Spir-
i t  dwel l ing in the minds and hearts of  converted
human beings is love. l t  is  not  just  another form of
human love, but the div ine love that comes direct-
ly f rom God!

4.  ls  th is the same love that wi l l  enable us to
ful f i l l  -  to obey -  God's law? Rom. 13:10.

The love of  God is imparted to human beings
by the Holy Spir i t .  Metaphor ical ly speaking,
God's Soir i t  runs down the r iverbed of  His law -
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the Ten Commandments.  l t  is  expressed f i rst  of
al l  in adorat ion and worshio of  God and l i teral
obedience to Him; and then in outgoing concern,
compassion, k indness and service toward our fe l -
lowman (see Matt .  22:37-4O).

The or ig inal  Greek word t ranslated /ove in Ga-
lat ians 5:22 is agape. In context  i t  means de-
votedness or k indly concern -  an intense desire
to serve God and man. John said:  "By this we
know that we love the chi ldren of  God, when we
love God, and keep His commandments.  For th is
is the love of God, that we keep his command-
ments" ( l  John 5:2-3).

5.  What is one of  the pr inciple ways in which
God's love manifests i tsel f  toward one's neigh-
bor? Turn to Romans 13:10 once again.

Did you not ice that? The kind of  love imparted
by God's Spir i t  works no i l l  to anybody! Rather,
God's love is just  the opposi te -  a deep concern
and an intense desire to serve, help and encour-
age others.

When you receive the Holy Spir i t ,  the love of
God is the f i rst  f ru i t  you should begin to show.
You should th ink or work no i l l  toward anyone, but
rather learn,  develop, th ink on and act  on a pro-
found concern and a fervent desire to serve God
and man.

At f i rst  that 's a ta l l  order!  But over a per iod of
t ime -  not  a l l  at  once -  you wi l l  begin to not ice
this wonderful  f ru i t  in your l i fe as you exercise
and use God's Holy Spir i t .

The other f ru i ts of  the Spir i t ,  ment ioned by Paul
in Galat ians 5:22-23, and which we wi l l  now begin
to cover,  ampl i fy th is basic character ist ic of
God's nature -  the div ine love given to those
whom God begets wi th His Holy Spir i t .

6.  What is the second frui t  that  Paul  l is ts in
Galat ians 5:22? ls i t  God's wi l l  that  we be l i teral lv
fi l led wilh joy? Rom. 15: 13.

Some people th ink of  joy as the end resul t  of
some kind of  sel f -grat i f icat ion -  a new toy,  new
car,  new home, new baby. Physical ly speaking,
when things go your way, the emot ion you feel  is
loy.

7- Does the Bible give r ich,  deep meaning to
this v i ta l  f ru i t  of  God's Spir i t? Luke 15:7,  10.

What causes the angels to have joy? ls i t
something personal  they receive? ls i t  adding to
or grat i fy ing the sel f  in some way? l t  is  none of
these. Their  joy is in seeing others receive some-
thing good for them - in th is case as a resul t  of
peoples'  repentance, which eventual ly leads to
eternal  Sonship in God's Kingdom. The angels
del ight  in seeing human beings begin to learn the

way of  l i fe lhat  wi l l  resul t  in the good, last ing,
permanent blessings of  God's Kingdom.

8. What k ind of  joy does Jesus Christ  exper i -
ence? Heb. 12:2.

Chr ist  was wi l l ing to suf fer  in ant ic ipat ion of  the
real  joy He would exper ience af terward in seeing
fel low heirs born into God's Kingdom. This was
made possible onlythrough the sacr i f ice of  His l i fe.

Joy received from personal  grat i f icat ion is only
temporary.  The car wears out,  the bal l  game is
over,  the baby grows up, the stomach empt ies.
None of  these physical  th ings -  though perfect-
ly al l  r ight  to enjoy for  the t ime -  can ever br ing
permanent,  last ing joy.  Chr ist  and the r ighteous
angels receive joy from lhe outgoing giving of
themselves to God and others! This kind of joy
lasts for  a l l  eterni ty and does not require con-
stant bolster ing and rejuvenat ing wi th more and
more objects and things.

9.  What is the th i rd f ru i t  that  God's Soir i t  wi l l
mani fest  in a Chr ist ian's l i fe? Gal.  5:22.

Peace of  mind is what everyone would l ike to
have, but what so few real ly possess. Many vain-
ly at tempt to achieve peace of  mind through es-
cape into alcohol ,  other drugs, bizarre act iv i t ies,
etc,  A person who truly has peace of  mind has
greater control  over his emot ions -  even in t ry-
ing c i rcumstances. He enjoys greater t ranqui l i ty
and calm, quiet  sereni ty,  together wi th order l i -
ness of  mind.

1O. Does peace of  mind come from keeping
the Ten Commandments? Ps. 119: '165.

No one who consistent ly breaks God's law can
have real  peace of  mind. He wi l l  have fears and
frustrat ions,  as wel l  as a gui l ty conscience. No-
t ice how David 's words apply.

Does a th ief  have peace of  mind when he sees
a pol ice car dr iv ing by? ls he calm and serene? l f
he is a good actor,  he may appear to be outward-
ly,  but  inside he is a seething caldron, hot ly act i -
vated by his adrenal  g lands. Always he has to be
prepared to run and escape or cover up in some
way. This man can never f ind real  peace unless
and unt i l  he repents ot  -  qui ts -  breaking God's
Ten Commandments,  especial ly the Eighthl

The person who keeps God's law knouzs he is
doing the r ight  th ing.  His goals and purposes are
stabi l ized. His l i fe isn ' t  f raught wi th f rustrat ions,
and he is not plagued by a gui l ty conscience. He
is at  peace with God, wi th himsel f  and with his
neighbor.

He has " the peace of  God, which passeth al l
understandins" (Phi l .  4:7).  (This subject  to
be continued.)



HowbuCanBcar
thc F'ruit of thc Spirit

The Good News, in conjunct ion wi th the Corre-
spondence Course Department,  presents br ief
monthly excursions into the study of  the Bible
delv ing into topics relevant to the development
and increased understanding of  future members
: f  the Gcd Family.  Bible study is one means bv
, ' . -  : '  Cr ' rstrans are renewed dai ly ( l l  Cor.  4:  16)
s:  : :  s '€{ .esh ourselves wi th more of  the pre'
:  : -s: ' - :^s of  God's Word!

Instruct ions:  The format of  these ministudies
s s -  a ' :o that  of  the Ambassador Col lege Bible
l : ' -esccndence Course. Look up and read tn

lour Btble the scr ipture references given in an'
swer to the quest ions.  Comments fo l lowing the
quest ions elaborate on the scr iptures iust  read
That 's al l  there is to i t !  (These studies are based
on the King James Version of  the Bible,  unless
otherwise stated.)

11. What is the fourth f ru i t  of  the Holy Sprr ' : r
Gal .5:22.

Longsuffer ing is an old Engl ish word for ca'
t ience. l t  is  a lso forbearance and clemency -
which is the abi l i ty  to have mercy.  One whc s
short- tempered and easi ly upset wi th the fau:s
and inadequacies of  others is invi t ing real  t r3-a e
for himsel f ,  as human relat ionships wi l l  inet ' , ta:  . '
suf fer .  He may also f ind himsel f  suf fer ing l ' . -  ?
var iety of  emot ional ly induced i l lnessesl

Pat ience is that  steadiness cf  mind bv w'rra^
you wait  for  the resul t  to be achieved O^e ! t '3 is
oat ient  does not become frustrated because
problems don' t  a lways lend themselves to imme-
diate solut ions.  The godly long'sut ferrng (cr  pa-
t ience) Paul  is  referr ing to can come only tnrcugh
the Holy Spirit.

12.  ls  gent leness also an important f ru i t  or
resul t  of  having the Holy Spir i t? Gal.  5:22.

Gent leness means f i rst  of  a l l  usefulness, then
wi l l ingness, graciousness, af fabi l i ty  -  one who
obl iges.  A gent leman and a lady know how to
attend' to other people 's needs, they have taken
the t ime to learn the social  graces, they are
courteous.

But gent leness is much more. Not ice Paul 's
statement to the Thessalonians, "But we were

gent le among you, even as a nurse cher isheth her
chi ldren" ( l  Thess. 2:7).  fhe apost le used this
analogy to descr ibe how he and others of  God's
ministers deal t  wi th the members of  God's
Church. A nurse must be f i rm and loving, k ind and
sure.  able and compassionate -  a l l  at  once! l t
takes a qual i f ied as wel l  as a wi l l ing person to be
a good nurse.

The gent le person is wi l l ing to take extra steps to
lcck out f  or  the needs of  others.  He or she is wi l l ing to
l , r ty the hands to do whatever is necessary.

13. ls goodness also a remarkable at t r ibute of
lne Holy Spir i t? Gal.  5:22.

Goodness descr ibes a person possessing
godl ike qual i t ies of  v i r tue,  upr ightness and true
.haracter.  This f ru i t  of  the Holy Spir i t  could prob-
ably be descr ibed as a summary f ru i t  -  summing

-o the character of  a person who is exhibi t ing the
:ther f ru i ts l is ted by Paul ,  and as a resul t  is  dai ly
cecoming more godl ike.

14. ls fa i th one of  the v i ta l  f ru i ts of  the Spir i t  of
God? Gal.  5:22. ls th is the very fa i th of  Jesus
Christ? Gal.  2:2Q; Phi l .  3:9.

Mountains of  words have been wri t ten and
spoken about fa i th.  For many, fa i th is nothing
more than an elusive soir i tual  essence. But in
real i ty,  the fa i th Paul  is  ta lk ing about is a gi f t  f rom
Cod (Eph. 2:8) imparted through the Holy Spir i t
f rom Jesus Christ .

'1 5.  How was the fai th of  Chr ist  manifested by
the great men of  God? Read al l  of  Hebrews,
chaoter 1 1.

The patr iarchs and prophets of  God possessed
God's Holy Spir i t ,  which was administered by
Christ  ( l  Pet.  1:10-11).  These men (and women)
thus exercised the fai th of  Chr ist  in performing
r ighteous deeds. "By fai th Moses .  .  .  refused to
be cal led the son of  Pharaoh's daughter .  .  .  for-
sook Egypt .  .  .  kept the passover.  .  .  passed
through the Red Sea .  .  .  [and others] through fai th
subdued kingdoms, wrought lworked] r ighteous-
ness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of
l ions" (excerpts f  rom Heb. 1 1).

Fai th to these men and women was not just  a
mere word. Fai th was act ive and al ivel  They had
a charge -  a responsibi l i ty  before God to keep.
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Each one had a oart icular Work to do -  and he
or she did it!

Af ter  ponder ing these remarkable examples of
fa i th,  one can better understand why Herbert  W.
Armstrong says so much about the Work of  God
that must be done today. He has been given a
special  commission by God that he has been -
and now is -  fa i thful to carry out.  And i t  is  being
done by the very faith of Christ!

The or ig inal  Greek word for fa i th is pist is -
which means firm conviction, assurance, fidelity.
Fidel i ty is another way of  descr ib ing one who is
careful  to preserve that which has been commit-
ted to his t rust .  Years of  exper ience have shown
that those who are increasing in the f ru i t  of  God's
Spirit are the ones who remain faithful to God's
charge -  who have their  whole hearts in the
very Work of  God -  those who, in whatever way
they are able,  have an act ive part  in helping to
ful f i l l  Chr ist 's  commission to His Church.

16. Wi l l  meekness also be one of  the t ra i ts of  a
Spir i t - led indiv idual? Gal.  5:23. Who set an out-
standing example in th is regard? Num. 12:3.

Many falsely assume that meekness is always
synonymous with weakness. Moses became so
dedicated to God and f i l led wi th the Holy Spir i t ,
he was considered to be the meekest man on
earth.  No longer did he seek to exal t  h imsel f ,  but
became lowly and humble in at t i tude.

When God was about to dis inher i t  and destroy
the chi ldren of  lsrael  because of  their  many rebel-
l ions,  Moses -  in spi te of  many false personal
accusat ions against  h im -  entreated God to
save them (Num. 14),  and in meekness he in-
structed those who "oppose[d]  themselves" (a
reouired trai t  of  a servant of  God -  see l l  T im.
2:24-25).  A meek person is not revengeful .

17.  What is the last ,  and one of  the least
understood frui ts of  the Holy Spir i t  ment ioned by
Paul? Gal.  5:23.

The world has of ten misunderstood the mean-
ing of  the word temperance. Temperance does
not mean abst inence! Temperance means se//-
control, continence, self-governmenl, moderation
- part icular ly in reference to sensual  appet i tes.
The proverbs of  Solomon are replete wi th exhor-
tat ions about temperance -  a v i ta l  at t r ibute of
God's Spir i t .

18.  When one receives the Holy Spir i t ,  wi l l  these
precious frui ts suddenly appear overnight -  a lmost
al l  at  once? l l  Pet.  3:18; Matt .  5:48. (Recal l  f rom
previous studies that the sense of Matthew 5:48 is
" Become perfect" - a gradual process.)

Frui t  does not appear overnight on a t ree. l t
takes f i rne.  water.  the nutr ients of  the soi l  and

sunl ight  to groi . ;  Lrkewise, i t  takes t ime to grow
spir i tual ly and manifest  the " f ru i t  of  the Spir i t " !

Spir i t  must be used and renewed

One is sprrr l -a - ,  " r ,nded to the degree that he
has and uses G::  s Sc . ' t  in his l i fe.  You must draw
on and usethe 

- :  
. ,  Sc '  i  every day to produce the

"f  ru i t  of  the Sc '  :  r .  t l  t€
19. Even tF:- : -  :^a -e-rbers of  the Church of

God in Corrnt^ *e '? :e- t : : :en by the Holy Spir i t
f romtheFathe' i  l : '  : ' i )  . r 'eremanyofthemnot
showing the i ' ' -  : : '  l :  :  - .  S:  ' , t? Verses 1-3.

There was s:" :  =- :  = ' ; -  ^g debat ing,  conten-
t ions and divrs :^s 

-- : - ; ' -= 
l : r inthian brethren.

These are sr-e : '  ' ' .  r '  r ' (S of  the f lesh"
ment ioned rn 3a a ' :  .  '  ' . . '  :e why they were
manifest ingt f 'ese -- : :  - ' - :  : - : ' : : ter ist ics.

20. Must lae - :  .  S:  -  -  : : : -  ,  :e put lo use?
l lTim. 1:6-7

Even thouE-:- i  - : - := ' .  : '  l : :  s  lnurch at
Cor inth had t f .e S: '  :  a:  :  : :  =- : ' - :  ' -  e. .  seemed
to have lost  s j ' :  : '  ' - i  ' : : '  ' - : '  -  -  -  r  Scir i t
must afso be -*ct-- '= ' :  : '2A'  - : : - ' :  = ' : : - :e :s
frui t .  They we'e : ' . : - :  - ;  ==s- . .  A: ' .  s -  : : -
ing what cc-es -  2 ' -"= .  -  :  - !  . .  !€t3"S€
they were no: : :  ' -  - :  - :  : -e - i :  - :  : 'J" ,s;  anc
drawing on : : :  : ' : : - : : : - : '?s-:s : i :he mrnd of
Chr ist l  (Pn, 2 a

Another p:3:3:  a z ' :  ae"ecs cbvrous reason
some in tha: : - - - : -  *e ' f  a: : rng carnal  was be-
cause they a s:  a:(el  e su?ply of  the Spir i t  of
Chr ist  in the 5 's: :  a:e N:trce:

21. Does l 'e 'e:e .e al l  at  once enough of  the
Spir i t  of  Chr s:  : :  asl  as long as he or she l ives,
or must the srco y be replenished every day?
Phi l .  l :19.  i l  C: .  4 t6 Also not ice Jesus'  pro-

found analogy rr  John 7:37-39.
The Sprrr :  cf  Chrrst  is  act ive -  dynamic!  l t  is  a

moving force that can' t  be bott led up within you.
Jesus compared i t  to " l iv ing water"  that  comes
into you, and then flows oul from you.lt circulates
l ike electr ic i ty rn a complete c i rcui t  -  f rom God,
into you, and then oul  f rom you manifest ing the
"frui t  of  the Spir i t , "  and then back to God.

Since the Spir i t  must f low into and out f rom us,
then obviously i t  must be cont inual ly suppl ied.
Therefore,  the supply of  the Holy Spir i t  must be
renewed in us dai ly through contact  wi th God in
bel ieving prayer (Luke 11:13).

To put i t  in the vernacular,  our spir i iual  bat tery
must be cont inual ly charged up. We must dai ly
plug into the power source. That source of  the
Holy Spir i t  is  GOD!Once plugged in,  and as we
use the Holy Spir i t ,  we can indeed bear the " f  ru i t
of  the Soir i t . "



Livingby
F.AITH

The Good News, in conjunct ion wi th the Ccre-
spondence Course Department,  presents br e '
monthly excursions into the study of  the Brb,e
delv ing into topics relevant to the developme":
and increased understanding of  future membe's
of the God Family.  Bible study is one means c-,
which Chr ist ians are renewed dai ly ( l l  Cor.  4:16)
so let 's  refresh ourselves wi th more of  the ore-
cious truths of  God's Wordl

Instruct ions:  The format of  these ministudres
is s imi lar  to that  of  the Ambassador Col lege Bible
Correspondence Course. Look up and read tr
your Bible the scr ipture references given in an-
swer to the quest ions.  Comments fo l lowing the
quest ions elaborate on the scr iptures just  read
That 's al l  there is to i t l  (These studies are based
on the King James Version of  the Bible,  unless
otherwise stated.)

What is fa i th? Exact ly what k ind of  fa i th do we
need to please God -  to l ive the obedient,  over-
coming Christ ian l i fe out l ined in the Bible and be
born as glor i f ied sons of  God in the rul ing Family
of  God?

First .  we must understand that fa i th is not the
power of  posi t ive th inking -  t ry ing to pul l  your-
sel f  up by your own bootstraps. In other words.
t ry ing to improve and overcome by your own
strength alone.

Many people also make the mistake of  conf us-
ing fa i th wi th emot ions. They try to work up fai th.
which to them means an emot ional  feel ing.  These
feel ings are not the evidence of  having fai th.
They are in the c lass of  what can be seen, heard,
tasted, smel led or fe l t  -  in other words,  they're
of the f/esh.

Fai th is a spir i tualmatter -  not  physical !  Let 's
understand God's def in i t ion of  the k ind of  fa i th
required for salvat ion,  and how we may receive
and retain i t .

1.  Are Spir i t -begotten Chr ist ians to walk -
l ive their  l ives -  by fa i th? l l  Cor.  5:7;  Rom.
1.17.

2.  Do they seek and look forward to obtaining
promises and rewards that are not seen? Col.
3 1-2 Did Paul  e lsewhere ver i fv the f  act  that

Chr ist ians seek af ter  the real ,  but  unseen eternal
rewards and promises of  God? l l  Cor.4:  18.

3.  Do the above scr iptures conf i rm God's def i -
nr t ion of  fa i th found in Hebrews 11:1?

Faith is the "substance" -  more accurately
' i i le assurance or conf idence -  "of  th ings hoped
' : r  

"  Before you receive what you hope for,  you
aiready have i t  in substance, and that substance
- that  assurance or conf idence that you shal l
ocssess i t  -  is  fa i th!Fai th is your evidence that
. ,cu shal l  havewhal you do not yet  see.

4.  ls  i t  possible to please God without fa i th?
Heb l  1:6.

As this verse explains,  fa i th toward God is
expressed in absolute recogni t ion that God
exrsts and that He blesses us both in th is l i fe and
q the l i fe to come -  as long as we sincerely
serve and obey Him. This fa i th is acquired. You
:annot cause yoursel f  lo have that k ind of  f  a i th
: ' t rcugh autosuggest ion!  (More about acquir ing
tnrs fa i th later.)

5.  Must obedience to God and other good
' ,vcrks c lear ly accompany one's fa i th in order to
nake i t  a l ive and acceptable to God? Read
James 2.  verses 14-26.

6.  How does one demonstrate his fa i th? Verse
18 What does one's fa i th become i f  i t  is  not
accompanied by works? Verses 17, 20, 26.

Some have let  a dead fai th creep into their
i ives.  Fai th to them has become a mere bel ief  in
Christ 's  existence and His sacr i f ice for  the s ins
of mankind. They have lost  s ight  of  the fact  that
there is something God requires them lo do!

We dare not al low ourselves to dr i f t  into a
passive condi t ion.  We are not excused from
keeping God's commandments (Matt .  |9:  1 7- l9)
-  f rom str iv ing to l ive a r ighteous l i fe (Matt .
5 48).  We're not excused from overcoming, grow-
rng in spir i tual  character and endur ing in spi te of
opposi t ion,  persecut ion,  t r ia l  and lest  unto the
end. God expects us to actual ly do these things
in order to inher i t  eternal  l i fe.

7.  Did Noah express l iv ing fa i th when he
obeyed God by bui ld ing the ark He had com-
manded? Heb. 11:7.  Was there any physical  evi-
dence that a f lood would come? Same verse.
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(Not ice the words, " th ings not seen as yet .")
Noah had a t rust  and conf idence in the invis-

ib le God to perform what He had promised. And
he proved his fa i th by his works!  Fai th and obe-
dience went hand in hand lo produce l iv ing
f aith.

8.  Did God prove r ighteous Abraham to be
fai thful  or  fu l l  of  fa i th? Neh. 9:7-8.  What did Abra-
ham doto prove his fa i th? Gen. 26:5;  Jas.  2:21'23.

God tested Abraham's wi l l ingness to obey in
and through fai th.  Abraham had the kind of
fa i thful  obedience God requires of  a l l  Chr ist ians.
But what a sad lack of that kind of l iving faith
there is today! Al l  too many do not bel ieve God
wi l l  keep His promises. Consequent ly they don' t
real ly want to obey Him.

One of  the most thr i l l ing examples ol  l iv ing
fai th is that  of  Daniel 's  three young fr iends, Sha-
drach, Meshach and Abed-nego. Recal l  that  Neb-
uchadnezzar,  k ing of  Babylon, had erected a
great golden image and ordered everyone to wor-
ship his idol  at  certain designated t imes. Those
who refused were to be thrown al ive into a f iery
furnace (Dan. 3:3-6).

9.  What did Nebuch adnezzar do when in-
formed by Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-ne9o
that they would not worship his golden idol? Dan
3: l9-23.

What would you have done had you been in
their  p lace? Would you have said,  "Wel l ,  I  have
to bow down to th is image -  |  have to do i t  or  be
ki l led"? And perhaps you may have excused
yoursel f  thus,  " l  don' t  th ink God would be fair  i f
He punished me for bowing down before th is idol ,
when He knows I  am forced to do i t . "

Yes, i t 's  easy to use human reasoning to ex-
cuse disobedience to God. But God isn' t  looking
for chances to punish us,  but rather for  opportu-
nities to save us through faith in His power!

These three young men knew that "we ought to
obey God rather than men" (Acts 5:29).  By fa i th
they knew that God makes i t  possible for  us to
obey Him.

Not ice that God al lowed them to go beyond the
point  of  human help.  No one could help now, but
God. He had to see that they would not only be
wi l l ing to say they would go al l  the way, but He
al lowed them to go al l  the way before He saved
them from the tr ia l .  He expected them to go that
one step further -  to back up their  words by
their  act ions.

1O. To his amazement,  what did the k ing f ind
when he looked into the furnace? Verses 24'25.
What did Nebuchadnezza( say to the three men
as they and one " l ike the Son of  God" walked

around in the midst  of  the f i re '  i 'e 'ses 26'28.
(Not ice the words, "del ivered his se' .a":s that
t rusted in Him" in verse 28).

This is an astounding example ol  i , t  :E 'e ! . 'A
fai th that  t rusted Godlo make i t  possib e: :  obey
His lawl

God tel ls us through Paul  that  He * lever
test  us beyond what we are able to bea'  ( l  Ccr.
10:13).  Yet i t  would seem that i f  anybcdy ever
came to the breaking point ,  these men drd'  But
they never even broached their  breaking pornt  n
this t r ia l  because they had absolute fa i th in God
And the God they fai thful ly obeyed did intervene
to save them!

Let 's understand now exact ly how i t  is  possi-
ble for  us to have the l iv ing fa i th necessary to
please Goo

11. ls t t 'e ta th through which we receive sal-
vat icn a gt l i  t .3" 'Gcd? Eph. 2:8.  ls  th is fa i th an
attr ibute: ' the Htr ! ,Spir i t  that  a l l  t rue Chr ist ians
must cassesst 3a a 22 ls th is ta i th in real i ty
the f  a th : ,  jes_s ^- .  i .  t  Ph 3:9:  Rom. 3:22.

12.C2Fa- c a- j  s:3le:haiCh! ' is t l ivedin
h,1 '"1 Ga 2 2a .a, . .  : :  l^ .  S:  , .9 n hlm? Phi l .
2 5 R:* 8 3- ' :  r -e '  I  s Pau ' !e c i '  the very
fa, ! :2 '  C^' ,s ' )  t l : : , :e Ga;alrans 2.20 once
aga,n

Paul drdn t  i ive by hrs own f  a i th.  Jesus Christ
dwelt  in Paul  through the Holy Spir i t ,  and the
Spir i t  of  God from Christ  implanted in Paul 's mind
the same kind of  fa i th that  can be in your mind!
That faith - the very faith of Jesus Christ - wil l
enable you to l ive a r ighteous l i fe of  obedience to
God as did the apost le Paul  and al l  of  the r igh-
teous men and women of  God.

l f  we were able,  of  ourselves,  to supply the fa i th
to obey God, we would earn our own salvat ion.  l t
would be the resul t  of  sel f - r ighteousnesses that
are as " f i l thy rags" to God ( lsa.  64:6).

But the above scr iptures speak only of  the
fai th of  Chr ist .  Yes, Chr ist 's  fa i th -  not  your
fai th.  Jesus had l iv ing,  act ive,  dynamic fa i th -
God's fa i th!  And Christ  in us imparts His own
strong fai th to you and me that t rusts God to
make our spir i tual  obedience possiblel

13. Since our receiv ing of  God's promises
hinges on the fai th of  Jesus Christ  at  work in our
l ives,  how do we assure our cont inued receipt  of
the Holy Spir i t  and the fai th of  Jesus Christ? Acts
5:32; Rom. 12:1-2.  ls  th is how Paul retained the
fai th of  Chr ist? Gal.  2:2O.

f t  is  by y ie ld ing to God, and asking Him dai ly in
earnest,  persever ing prayer to give us the fai th of
Chr ist  to t rust  and obey Him, that  we shal l  indeed
have i t .
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' . ' :  - . :  : '  ycu have read much, i t  not  a l l ,  of  our
' : ' : : - 'e and some have studied the Ambassa'

: : '  l :  ege Bible Correspondence Course. You
. -  :  , . ,  :nuch about the teachings of  the Word of
l : :  But can you turn to the pages of  the Bible
:- :  readi ly f ind the scr iptures that form the basis
' : '  :he bel iefs and pract ices of  God's Church?

T: help you accompl ish th is,  The Good News,
-  : rn junct ion wi th the Correspondence Course
leoartment,  presents br ief  monthly excursions
^:r  the study of  the Bible,  delv ing into topics rel-

: .ant  to the development and increased under-
s:anding of  future members of  the God Family.
3 c le study is one means by which the Chr ist ian

'enewed dai ly ( l l  Cor inthians 4:16),  so let 's  be-
^ to refresh ourselves wi th some of the pre-
:-s t ruths of  God's Word!
Instruct ions:  The format of  these ministudies

s s - i lar  to that  of  the Ambassador Col lege Bible
:"espondence Course. Look up and read in
:- '  Bible the scr ipture references given in an-

- i , !e '  1c the quest ions.  Comments fo l lowing the
r- :s:  lns wi l l  e laborate on the scr iptures just
'e: :  raat 's al l  there is to i t !  (These studies are
: :se:  :n the King James Version of  the Bible.)

-^ i  
" ' f  

rd ol  God tel ls us that  a l l  who wi l l  fo l low
:-e l^ 's: ian way of  l i fe wi l l  have to face three
dea: _.  eremies.  These enemies tend to discour-
a-re -s " :m overcoming sin and developing the
chaia: :e.  r f  Chr ist .  They put wedges into our
mincs : -  a:  i r i l l  grow, gradual ly separat ing us f  rom
the gu .a^:e and power of  God's Holy Spir i t  -  /F
we al lar+ :^em to.  God says these deadly enemies
must be de{eated. and He tel ls us how to do i t !

1.  Does Paul  show there is ef for t  involved in
l iv ing the Chr stran l i fe -  that  eternal  l i fe is worth
f ight ing fcr ' )  |  f imolhy 6:12; lTimothy 1:18-19.
Whose "soldrer"  was Timothy? l l  T imothy 2:3-4.

2.  Did Paut steadfast ly fo l low God's way of  l i fe
-  d id he know short ly before his death,  that  he
had won the Chr ist ian f ight? l l  T imothy 4:6-8.

3.  ls  the Chr ist ian's warfare against  physical
armies? Or is i t  a spir i tualwartare? l l  Cor inthians
10:3-4.  Just  what is i t  that  a Chr ist ian is to f ight
against? Verse 5.

The f i rst  enemy in the Chr ist ian's dai ly warfare
is his own nature wi th i ts inordinate lusts (Gala-
t ians 5:  19-21).  This nature in us rat ional izes c lev-
er ly,  somet imes producing decei t fu l  and degrad-
ing impulses -  vani ty,  lust ,  greed. We are en-
t iced to s in,  to break God's spir i tual  law, thus
cutt ing us of f  f rom Him. Our nature can destroy us
spir i tual ly,  unless we resis l  i ts  wrong impulses.

4.  What is the second deadly enemy ol  a l l
Chr ist ians? Galat ians 1:4.  What should a Chr is-
t ian's at t i tude be toward the wor ld 's social  order
with i ts gl i t ter ,  g lamour and status-seeking ap-
peal? |  John 2:15-17.

John is speaking about th is wor ld ly system
around us -  th is "cosmos."  l t  is  f rom the or ig inal
Greek word kosmos, t ranslated "wor ld" in I  John
2:15, that  Engl ish words such as cosmopol i tan,
cosmography and cosmopol i te are der ived

John was referr ing to the societ ies of  th is
world,  many of  which are l i teral ly bui l t  on and mo-
t ivated by the vani ty,  lusts and greed of  man's
nature.  Because most people have been de-
ceived (Revelat ion 12:9),  they don' t  understand
how so many of  the wor ld 's ways could be wrong
in God's s ight .  This wor ld 's ways bombard Chris-
t ians cont inual ly wi th temptat ions that can se-
duce them from fol lowing Christ !

5.  Should Chr ist ians str ive to avoid the evi l
that  is  in the wor ld? l l  Cor inthians 6:14- l8,  Reve-
lat ion 18:4.  Does this mean that any who would
love God and seek to l ive the Chr ist ian way of  l i fe
should therefore move away from populated ar-
eas? John 17:15-18. Not ice especial ly the f i rst
part  of  verse 15.

Christ 's  prayer in the 17th chapter of  the gos-
oel  of  John shows that God does not expect
Christ ians to move to the mountains and deserts
to escape the wor ld 's distract ions.  Rather,  they
should str ive to be separale spir i tual ly and ab-
stain f rom i ts ways that are def ined as s in in the
Bible.

6.  What or who is the th i rd great enemy of
every Chr ist ian? |  Peter 5:8-9;  James 4:7.  lsn ' t
Satan the devi l  u l t imately responsible for  inspir-
ing the inordinate character ist ics of  human nature
and for al l  the evi l  in th is wor ld? l l  Cor inthians 4:4;
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Ephesians 2:2.  Hasn' t  he indeed deceived the
whole wor ld? Revelat ion 12:9.

Satan, lormerly the greal  archangel  Luci fer ,
who was or ig inal ly created perfect  in his ways
(Ezekiel  28:  15),  acquired his satanic nature by
his own reasoning and choice.  Humans, in turn,
acquire Satan's nature,  which we cal l  "human na-
ture."  Not ice how Paul descr ibed this natural
f rame of  mind: " .  .  .  the carnal  mind is enmity
against  God: for  i t  is  not  subject  to the law of
God, nei ther indeed can be" (Romans 8:7).

But once the Holy Spir i t  of  God is added to a
person's mind, he has the power to resist  the at t i -
tudes of  sel f -centeredness, lust ,  greed, vani ty,
jealousy, envy, resentment,  b i t terness and hate,
which are "broadcast"  to the mind by Satan.

No person is compel led to respond to and
obey these impulses f  rom Satan. The devi l  has no
power lo force anyone to th ink or do wrong! But
the unsuspect ing automat ical ly do so without re-
al iz ing what is taking place in their  minds. Most
people just  dr i f t  a long, responding to emot ions
and impulses, which of ten f ind expression in their
f leshly dr ives and vain pursui ts.

7.  Af ter  your begettal  by God's Holy Spir i t ,
which makes you a Chr ist ian (Romans 8:9),  wi l l
the devi l  conl inue to t ry to begui le you -  to de-
ceive your mind -  and lead you away from Christ
and His ways? l l  Cor inthians 11:2-4.  Did some
Christ ians in Paul 's day begin to fa l l  v ict im to the
devi l 's  prompt ings once again? Verses 13-15;
Galat ians 1:6-8:  3:  1.

Conversion does nol  d isconnect Satan's
"wavelength."  He cont inues to broadcast the at-
t i tudes of  h is nature and work through others to
subvert  our l i fe in Chr ist .  When Jesus spoke of
overcoming, He referred to overcoming the ways
of Satan, which are contrary to God's way. Those
who have lurned from Satan's way are to be on
guard against  h im and f ight  to overcome his sub-
t le urgings and remain t rue to God's way.

Before Jesus Christ  could qual i fy to restore
the government of  God and rule al l  nat ions,  He
had to wi thstand Satan's most severe tempta-
t ions.  That supreme struggle is recorded in the
fourth chaoter of  Matthew. Not ice how the devi l
at tempted to deceive and inf luence Jesus Christ
to s in against  God.

8.  Af ter Jesus had fasted 40 days in the wi l -
derness, how did the devi l  appeal  both to human
vani ty and severe physical  hunger? Matthew 4:1-
4.  And to the human desire for  prest ige,  g lory and
power? Verses 5-9.  What were Jesus'  immediate
responses? Verses 4,7,  10 What was the out-
come of th is t i tanic soir i tual  bat t le? Verse 11.

Christ  overcame the ae, When Jesus gave
the devi l  an order.  he hac : :  :ce. ,  He slunk away,
knowing he was defea:e:  -  :^  s supreme spir i -
tual  encounter of  a l l  t r .ne

Christ  overcame the de'  3 , ' .  ?s cy '  the Word
of God. He knew Gcc s *  - - : ' : ' r 'e the devi l
could not deceive H,n'r , :e ' -3:-- : : :  : :  ihe dev-
i l 's  temptat ions by cr :  ̂ y-  : -  a z==' : : '  a:e scr ip-
ture that  appl ied in eac^ s : -a:  :  -  -= < -e* the
Word of  God thorougn , '

9.  Are Chr ist ians t3:a.  =:- ' -  ' : - r  -<: ' -? te '  I
wi th the t ru lh Goo 

' 'as 
'e ' : :  : :  ' :  ' - : -  -  =z ' .e '

5:9.  What must the ce. : :  ' - : :  s ' : :  : ' : . : ' :s : -
ly? James 4:7.

1O. What instruc: : - :  : -  ' l - ' -=-  : j :  -s: : .e
impulses and at l r t ! :e-< :"- i  : i .  : : :s  3: : ;  te
through Paul"  Ec'e:  =- - .  :  '  - ' '2  r ' r  -3 i  3r€
Christ ians to pi , i  : -  ^  - - : . '  ' :  ' ; - -  : -  s spirr tual
batt le? Verses " '  ' i  l '  r -=:  : : :s God s spir i -
tual  armor cons's:1 . : - : : -  - . l ' -21

"Truth" refe 's : :  ' - :  - : :  'eo Word of  God
(John 17' .  171 , . ' .  ' 's :  :3:€ n the Chr ist ian's
spir i tual  armc'  - -+ : ' ias:c iate of  r ighteous-
ness" is obe: e-:= : :  3:o s commandments
(Psalm 1 19. l '2)  : -= ; :scel  is  the message of
the coming K ' ; : : -  : '  3: :  when Christ  wi l l  ru le
this earth ar:  : -  - - -  :  :eace.

The "shre c :"a : -  r 'efers to the fa i th of  Je-
sus Chr ist .  *-  r^ :a.  be wi th in us (Galat ians
2:20; Phi l rpc a 's 3 3) -  not  just  to our own hu-
man, physic a 'e tn This f  a i th is God's gi f t  im-
parted by t^e h: ' ' ,  Sprr i t  (Galat ians 5:22).  And i t
is  th is f  a i t t  -  j i r rst  's  f  a i th put wi th in us -  that
wi l l  enabte -s :3 ccnquer and overcome sinl

The "he, l .er  cf  salvat ion" is the knowledge of
what sal \a l ron rs,  what i t  involves,  what i t 's  a l l
aboul  -  the purpose of  l i fe,  lhe t rue goal  and
potentral  destrny of  mankind -  becoming div ine
members of  the Family of  God!

The sword of  the Spir i t "  refers to the wr i t ten
Word of  God (Hebrews 4:  12) -  i l  is  the Chr is-
t ian's only ot fensive weapon in f ight ing the devi l
and his wi les.

The f inal  th ing Paul  ment ions in f ight ing Satan
and his wi les is "prayer."  Chr ist ians are to draw
close to God in persever ing prayer ( l  Thessalo-
nians 5:17),  praying for al l  of  God's people,  the
ministry of  God's Church and themselves.

This is the way lo overcome Satan and force
him to f lee!  This is the perfect  strategy for de-
feat ing human nature and this wor ld,  s ince they
are both inspired and mot ivated by the devi l .  l f
you wi l l  d i l igent ly fo l low this formula,  your suc-
cess in overcoming al l  three deadly foes wi l l  be
guaranteed.


